Pioneers in Tropical America

tween Caledonia Bay, in the Gulf of Darien, and the Gulf
of San Miguel, on the Pacific side of the isthmus, there
is only a breadth of hilly country of between 50 and
60 miles; and the interval between Acanti, on the Gulf
of Uraba, and the Tuira River (which falls into the Gulf
of San Miguel) is not much broader. The distances be-
tween Panama and the Atlantic coast are, of course, about
20 miles less; but the harbours on both sides of the
Darien Isthmus were much superior to those of Panamd
and Porto Bello. On the other hand, for the digging of
a canal (a project apparently not entertained by Paterson)
the Darien country was far more unsuitable, as it was
much more hilly. Even in that case, however, the pro-
ject was not an impossible one, as it might have utilized
the courses of navigable rivers.

On 26 July, 1698, the Company's fleet of five vessels,
three of them armed like men-of-war, left the port of Leith
for Madeira and Central America. On board there were
1200 colonists for the settlement of Darien, and this band
was partly recruited from the noble and landed families of
Scotland, and comprised, further, some sixty Scottish army
officers newly returned from the wars on the Continent
Paterson had got into great difficulties with the Company,
owing to his confidence being abused by persons whom
he had appointed, with consequent serious defalcations in
the Company's funds. Therefore he had been displaced
from any official position in the Company. Nevertheless,
as he still believed in his scheme, and was most anxious
for its success, he joined the fleet as a volunteer, accom-
panied by his wife, his wife's maid, and his private
secretary. As a great deal of cheating had gone on all
round, Paterson (in no way to blame himself for these
acts of bad faith) suggested that, before the fleet started,